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Metro Study Notes on Daniel Chapter Eight 

 

Daniel Chapter Eight 

 

Verses 1–9: The Ram, the Goat, and the Little Horn  
The vision of Daniel chapter eight is a repetition and enlargement of the previous events discussed in Daniel 
chapter seven. Therefore, we will again cover the rise and fall of empires beginning with Medo-Persia, then 
Greece, then Rome, and lastly the Papacy. But a time prophecy of extraordinary importance is revealed to us. It is 
the 2300 day prophecy that pinpoints the day when God would begin to judge the world. While Daniel chapter 
seven had introduced the subject of the judgment and provided us with a picture of the judgment, it did not tell 
us when the judgment would begin. The best we could do was to recognize that the judgment always followed 
the description of the Papacy, which ruled from 538 to 1798. But Daniel chapters eight and nine will tell us exactly 
the year that Christ would be crucified, and when God would begin to judge the world.  

Let us begin with the first thing Daniel saw in his vision: a ram with two horns. See Daniel 8:3. We had seen before 
that this ram represented the kings of Media and Persia. See Daniel 8:20. One horn represented the Medes and 
the other horn represented the Persians. However, one of the horns would be higher, and the higher one would 
come up last. See Daniel 8:3. The Median kings would first rule the empire, starting with Darius. See Daniel 5:31. 
However, the Persian kings would in the end become the more dominant of the two, hence, the higher horn 
would come up last. In like manner, the bear in chapter seven, which represented the Medes and Persians, had 
two sides. One side represented the Medes, and the other side, the higher side, represented the Persians. 

This Medo-Persian ram pushed “westward, and northward, and southward.” Daniel 8:4. To become the next 
world empire, the Medes and Persians defeated Egypt (southward), Lydia (northward), and Babylon (westward). 
In like manner, the bear in chapter seven, representing Medo-Persia, had three ribs in his mouth. These ribs 
represented Medo-Persia’s triumph over these same empires—Egypt, Lydia, and Babylon.  

Then Daniel saw a goat with a notable horn coming swiftly from the west—not touching the ground. This goat 
would destroy the ram with two horns. See Daniel 8:5–8. We are told that the goat represented the kingdom of 
Grecia, and that the great notable horn represented its first king. See Daniel 8:21–22. Alexander the Great was 
that great horn that destroyed the Medes and Persians by 331 BC. However, he himself would not rule for very 
long. By the age of 32, Alexander was dead. In his place sprang up four other horns. As we have seen, when 
Alexander died, his kingdom was divided among his four generals. This is why the goat had four horns and the 
leopard of chapter seven, representing the Grecian Empire, had four heads. 

Since Alexander conquered the world so quickly, the goat is seen as not touching the ground. In like manner, the 
leopard of chapter seven, representing the Grecian Empire, had four wings, pointing to Alexander’s speedy 
accomplishments.  

But even though the Medes and Persians “became great,” and the Grecian Empire “waxed very great,” the next 
world empire is said to have “waxed exceeding great.” See Daniel 8:8, 4, 9. 

Daniel saw this next world empire coming out of one of the “four winds.” It is described as a little horn power that 
“waxed exceeding great toward the south [Egypt], and toward the east [Greece], and toward the pleasant land [of 
Palestine]” Daniel 8:9. This is unquestionably referring to the Roman Empire that came from the west and 
defeated Greece in 168 BC, defeated Egypt to the south, and held jurisdiction over Palestine in the time of Jesus 
Christ.  
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But we might ask, Why did God symbolically represent the Roman Empire as a “little horn” in chapter eight, when 
in chapter seven the Papacy was already represented by this symbol? As we will see, this was to make apparent 
the close comparison between both pagan and papal Rome. In fact, papal Rome came out of pagan Rome. 

Historically, we know that Rome ruled in two phrases. The first phase was when the Caesars ruled under pagan 
Rome for centuries. Then the empire began to disintegrate. In the aftermath of the break-up of the Roman 
Empire, the Rome Pontiff ruled the Roman Empire in its second phase. In the following description of the “little 
horn” power, we will not only see the comparison between pagan and papal Rome, but also the transition from 
pagan Rome to papal Rome. For additional clarification, I have provided a paraphrase translation where it seemed 
most helpful, along with some comments on key words and phrases.  
 
Verse 10 Pagan Rome and Papal Rome 
“And it waxed great even to the host of heaven; and it cast down some of the host and of the stars to the ground, 
and stamped upon them.”  

Paraphrase: “And Rome in both its pagan and papal forms waxed great, even to the host of heaven [by utilizing its 
strength and power to persecute the followers of Christ], and it cast down some of the host and of the stars to the 
ground, and stamped upon them [by their relentless treatment of the true church and its leaders].”  

It is a known fact that pagan Rome murdered thousands of Christians in the Roman Coliseum, and many more 
thousands lost their lives for refusing to burn incense to the gods of Rome. Papal Rome also warred against the 
people of God. History records over 100 million saints murdered at the instigation of the popes and the Roman 
hierarchy. 

Verse 11 Papal Rome 
“Yea, he magnified himself even to the prince of the host, and by him the daily sacrifice was taken away, and the 
place of his sanctuary was cast down.”  

Paraphrase: “Yes, Rome magnified herself even to the prince of the host [by pagan Rome crucifying Christ upon 
the cross, and by papal Rome taking upon herself illegally, arrogantly, and presumptuously the prerogatives that 
belong to none other than Jesus, the Prince of the host], and by him [papal Rome] the daily ministerial work of 
Christ as our High Priest in the heavenly sanctuary was taken away by the Papal power exalting her own 
priesthood as a substitute for Christ’s, and the foundational truths that point to Christ as the sole Mediator 
between God and man, were cast down.  

 
The word “magnified” in this passage comes from the Hebrew word “gadal.” When referring to a human being it 
unmasks this individual’s attempt to make himself great and mighty in an arrogant, presumptuous, and even 
illegal act. Therefore, as noted above, the papacy took upon herself illegally, arrogantly, and presumptuously the 
prerogatives that belong alone to Jesus Christ. Consider the following: 

“The Pope is not only the representative of Jesus Christ, but he is Jesus Christ Himself, hidden under veil 
of flesh.” The Catholic National, July, 1895. 

“We hold upon this earth the place of God Almighty.” Pope Leo XIII, In an Encyclical Letter, The Great 
Encyclical Letters of Leo XIII, June 20, 1894, 304. New York: Benziger Brothers. 

“For not man, but God separates those whom the Roman Pontiff (who exercises the functions, not of 
mere man, but of the true God), having weighed the necessity or benefit of the churches, dissolves, not 
by human but rather by divine authority.” Decretals of Gregory, book 1, title 7, chapter 3, on the 
Transfer of Bishops. 
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The term “daily” comes from the Hebrew word “tamid.” Of the 103 occurrences of the Hebrew word “tamid,” 
only six times is it translated as “daily.” See Numbers 4:16; Daniel 8:11, 12, 13; 11:31; 12:11. The most common 
translation for “tamid” is “continual” or “regular.” However, half of the uses of the word “tamid” are in reference 
to the sanctuary. Every morning there was the continual burnt offering. In addition, the work of the priesthood 
was continual. The shewbread was ever present. The menorah had a perpetual flame. The incense on the golden 
altar went up continually. The word “tamid” reminds us that the work of Jesus on our behalf is continuous. 
Heavenly agencies are working in our behalf daily, hourly, moment by moment. The antichrist power, the papacy, 
has ever taken the attention away from the daily and perpetual work of Christ as our High Priest. They have 
illegally, arrogantly, and presumptuously drawn attention to themselves.  

The term “taken away” in verse 10, comes from the Hebrew word “ruwm.” The term actually means “to exalt.” 
But more specifically it means “to exalt oneself.” So how is it that the Papacy exalted herself? She exalted herself 
by placing herself as a substitute for Christ. In this way, she wasn’t exalting the priestly ministry of Christ, but she 
was exalting her own priesthood as a rival or substitute for Christ. 

The word for “place” is the Hebrew word “makon,” which means foundations. In other words, the Papacy 
magnified itself illegally, arrogantly, and presumptuously to be the mediator between God and man. To do so, she 
would exalt the concept of mediation but she would exalt her own false priesthood above the true mediatorial 
priesthood of Christ in the heavenly Sanctuary. To accomplish this, she “cast down” the “place” or foundations of 
Christ’s “Sanctuary.” What are the foundations of Christ’s heavenly Sanctuary and His priestly work as the one and 
only mediator between God and man? It is His divinity and humanity.  

The reason Christ is the only mediator between God and man is because Jesus was fully God and fully man. As 
God, Jesus represents God to man. As man, Jesus represents man to God. He is the God-man. The only one who 
could possibly be the mediator between God and man.  

Does the Catholic Church believe in the divinity of Christ? I believe we could say that she does. Does she believe 
that Christ came in our fallen nature after 4,000 years of sin? The answer is “No.” The Catholic Church actually 
teaches that Mary even had a different nature than what we have. This is the Catholic doctrine of the Immaculate 
Conception of Mary. They teach that Mary was not born with a sinful nature and that she never sinned. 
Consequently, this would give Jesus a different human nature that you and I. Therefore, they would teach that 
Jesus cannot be our example. Who then should we go to and find help with these myriad temptations? The 
Church of Rome steered the people to the Catholic priesthood and not to Christ. Hence, the ministry of Jesus is 
cast aside from the view of the people. 

But did Mary have a sinless nature? Mary herself said, “And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior.” Luke 1:47. 
Dear reader, the only people who need a Savior are sinners. The Bible itself declares, “For all have sinned, and 
come short of the glory of God.” Romans 3:23. So Mary was a sinner in need of a Savior. Yet God chose her above 
all the other women of Israel to give birth to the world’s Redeemer. What a privilege she had received from God. 
But she was tempted as we are tempted. She did sin as all others have sinned. And it was through Mary that Jesus 
received our fallen nature. Yet, Jesus never sinned in our fallen flesh. 

So not only is the Catholic teaching of the Immaculate Conception of Mary erroneous, but to teach that Christ had 
a different human nature than we did is also erroneous. Christ came to save man where he was; Christ came to 
save fallen humanity. So Christ took upon Himself the nature of man after the fall. As Paul wrote, “Forasmuch 
then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he [Jesus] also himself likewise took part of the same; that 
through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil. . . . For verily he [Jesus] took 
not on him the nature of angels; but he took on him the seed of Abraham. Wherefore in all things it behooved 
him to be made like unto his brethren that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to 
God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the people. For in that he himself hath suffered being tempted, he is 
able to succor [or help] them that are tempted.” Hebrews 2:14, 16–18. 
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Christ is our heavenly high priest who had taken on human flesh in its fallen condition. He knows what it is like to 
be tempted, because He was one of us. He is able to rescue us because He is the Son of God, full of majesty, glory, 
and power. But the Catholic priest is not divine. Rather, he is finite and fallible like all other human beings in need 
of a Savior. Therefore, the Catholic priest cannot be a mediator between God and man because he has never been 
nor ever will be God. He possesses no divinity at all. And in his humanity he cannot claim sinlessness. Therefore, 
the Catholic priest cannot forgive or absolve you of your sins nor give you the power to overcome them.  

Only Jesus, the Son of God who became the Son of man, can save us from our sins. As Paul wrote, “For what the 
law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and 
for sin, condemned sin in the flesh: that the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after 
the flesh, but after the Spirit.” Romans 8:3, 4. 

Christ came in the “likeness of sinful flesh” and condemned sin in our flesh by living a perfect and sinless life. He 
did this that we need not walk in the weakness of human flesh, but walk in the Spirit that the perfect moral law of 
God may be fulfilled in our life.  

Christ came to not only die for our sins but to deliver us from sin. As the Bible says, “And she shall bring forth a 
son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins.” Matthew 1:21. Jesus is our 
High Priest in the heavenly Sanctuary who will not only forgive us of our sins, but cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. See 1 John 1:7.  

Dear reader, God does not want us to be ignorant of Christ’s mediatorial and priestly work in the heavenly 
Sanctuary. Inspiration has made the high priestly work of Jesus a major piece of the prophetic picture. Prophecy is 
not simply about the rise and fall of nations. It is not simply about future events. It includes having a correct 
understanding about where our Savior is today and what He is doing for us.  

Jesus is the mediator between God and man, and it is our privilege to go directly to the Father through His 
beloved Son. No priest, pastor, or guru can connect heaven and earth for you. Your relationship with God must be 
personal and intimate. Do not let any religious figure steal away your “daily” or continually commitment to Christ.  
 
Verse 12 Armies for the Papacy 
Paraphrase: “And an host [or army] was given him [the Papacy] against the daily [or high priestly work of Christ in 
the heavenly sanctuary] by reason of transgression [by intentional falsehoods concerning herself], and it [the 
Papal power] cast the foundational truths of the Christian faith to the ground; and it practiced, and prospered [in 
becoming the world’s largest church].” 

Back in verse 11 we had the foundational truths that point to Christ as the sole Mediator between God and man 
cast down. Clearly pagan Rome cast down the physical temple in Jerusalem, but Papal Rome cast down the 
foundational truths supporting Christ’s mediatorial work. But to prosper as she did, she needed a “host” or army 
to stand on her part. She would need the very support of the nations to enforce her decrees and to sustain her 
institutions.  

When Constantine became emperor in AD 313, a compromised Christianity became the religion of the empire, 
and the Church of Rome was identified as the one and only true church. From then on, the Church of Rome grew 
in power, prestige, and possessions. Constantine lavished the Roman Church with finances to build cathedrals and 
to even pay people to come to church. However, in AD 330, when Constantine moved the capitol to the east, from 
Rome to Constantinople [which is today Istanbul, Turkey], the empire in the west gradually became weak.  

During the next two hundred years, many invading forces ransacked Rome and pillaged the surrounding 
countryside. The western part of the empire was falling apart. By AD 476, the west had disintegrated into ten 
smaller kingdoms. But then something happened, Clovis, the king of the Franks [the French], was converted from 
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paganism to Catholicism in AD 496. In AD 508, the Franks, the strongest of the ten divisions of Rome, delivered a 
deathblow to the “Arian” Christian kingdoms. These Gothic nations were not really Arian in the truest sense.  

“But among the different barbarian peoples of the West, especially in Gaul and Spain, who had received 
Christianity from the Roman empire during the ascendancy of Arianism, . . . . These barbarians, however, 
held Arianism rather through accident than from conviction, and scarcely knew the difference between 
it and the orthodox doctrine [of the trinity]. Alaric, the first conqueror of Rome; Genseric, the conqueror 
of North Africa; Theodoric the Great, king of Italy and hero of the Niebelungen Lied, were Arians.” Philip 
Schaff, History of the Christian Church, Vol. III, 640–641. 

 
These “Arian” Christian nations were challenging the Church of Rome for the control of the empire. However, the 
battles of AD 508, between Arian and Catholic forces, whereby the Arian nations were mortally wounded, 
prepared the way for the Papacy to control the empire by 538.  

In AD 538, when Emperor Justinian looked to the west from his throne in far away Constantinople, he saw (1) the 
highly organized and powerful Papal hierarchy, with (2) the support of the strongest of the ten divisions of Rome, 
and (3) the destruction of her main opposing forces. It then seemed good to Justinian to confer to the Pope the 
temporal and ecclesiastical power of the west. And so it was, papal Rome would now determine the next 
thousand years of church history. And it wouldn’t be until 1844 when God’s people would find their blessed Savior 
in the Heavenly Sanctuary above.  

In conclusion of verse 12, we find the armies of the Franks fighting the battles for Papal Rome against the Arian 
nations. We also find that “by reason of transgression” the Papacy had cast the truth to the ground for temporal 
and political gain. The apostle Paul wrote concerning this, saying, “Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all 
the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers [bishops], to feed the church of God, which he 
hath purchased with his own blood. For I know this, that after my departing [or death] shall grievous wolves enter 
in among you [bishops], not sparing the flock [the people of God]. Also of your own selves [of you bishops] shall 
men arise, speaking perverse things [intentional falsehoods], to draw away disciples after them [and not after 
Christ].” Acts 20:28–30. 

Paul had predicted this problem among the bishops in the church. Some of them would intentionally speak 
perverse things to have men follow and admire them instead of making them true disciples of Christ. To draw 
men after themselves they would of necessity have to speak falsehoods about themselves and also about Christ. 
This whole situation made Paul weep as he closed with these comments, saying, “Therefore watch, and 
remember, that by the space of three years I ceased not to warn every one night and day with tears.” Acts 20:31.  
 
Verse 13 How long? 
“Then I heard one saint speaking, and another saint said unto that certain saint which spake, How long shall be 
the vision concerning the daily sacrifice, and the transgression of desolation, to give both the sanctuary and the 
host to be trodden under foot?”  

Paraphrase: “Then I heard one holy one speaking, and a second holy one said unto that first holy one which 
spoke, How long shall be the vision concerning the attack on Christ’s priestly ministry and the premeditated 
apostasy of the papal power, to cause both the sanctuary and the people of God to be trodden under foot?” 

In this verse we have four distinct elements, (1) the priestly ministry of Christ, (2) the transgression of desolation, 
which is papal Rome’s premeditated departure from exalting Christ’s priestly ministry and in its place setting up 
their own erroneous and illegal Catholic priesthood, (3) the sanctuary, and (4) the host of God’s people.  

Let us define some of these terms in this verse more fully.  
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Transgression of desolation: This word for “transgression” represents a premeditated crossing over the line of 
God’s law, a rebellious act of rejecting God’s authority, a willful deviation from the path of righteousness, a way of 
achieving independence from God, going beyond the limits of God’s laws with the purpose to deceive others, a 
refusal of being corrected, losing the ability to distinguish right from wrong, an aggressive breach in its 
relationship with God, and a deliberate casting off of its allegiance to God. 

Desolation: This word represents something so detestable that it leaves one absolutely speechless.  

Consequently, the “transgression of desolation” is a detestable and premeditated act of departing from God’s 
purposes.  

The counterfeit priesthood of Catholicism was premeditated. It was a willful deviation from the path of 
righteousness. It was a way of achieving independence from Christ. In was, in fact, a system that verily replaced 
Christ as the Priest of the Christian Faith. It was an aggressive breach in the Catholic church’s relationship with 
God, and she has never repented.  

The New Testament writers point us to Jesus Christ as our High Priest “of the sanctuary, and of the true 
tabernacle, which the Lord pitched [or made], and not man,” where Jesus sits at “the right hand of the throne of 
the Majesty in the heavens.” Hebrews 8:2, 3. For “we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, 
Jesus the Son of God.” Hebrews 4:14.  

The earthly sanctuary was simply an “example and shadow” of the heavenly sanctuary, “as Moses was 
admonished of God when he was about to make the tabernacle [or sanctuary]: for, See, saith He, that thou make 
all things according to the pattern shewed to thee in the mount.” Hebrews 8:5. On Mount Sinai Moses was shown 
the heavenly sanctuary and was admonished to make a miniature of it on earth.  

Jesus is our “merciful and faithful high priest” in the heavenly sanctuary who makes “reconciliation for the sins of 
the people.” And since the Son of God became the Son of man, He knows what it is like to be tempted in this 
flesh, therefore, “He is able to succor [help, strengthen, and rescue] them that are tempted.” Hebrews 2:17, 18. 
For we do have a high priest who is “touched with the feeling of our infirmities” and “was in all points tempted as 
we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace [in the heavenly sanctuary], that 
we may obtain [real and lasting] mercy, and find [real strength and] grace to help in time of need.” Hebrews 4:15, 
16.  

Tragically, the Catholic priesthood has established itself as a substitute for the true and real priestly ministry of 
Jesus Christ in the heavenly sanctuary. Every man, woman, and child can go directly to Jesus Christ as our High 
Priest. Earthly mediums are neither necessary nor legitimate. “For there is one God, and one mediator between 
God and men, the man Christ Jesus.” 1 Timothy 2:5. Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man 
cometh unto the Father, but by Me.” John 14:6.  
 
Verse 14: The Cleansing of the Sanctuary 
“And he said unto me, Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed.”  

Paraphrase: “And he said unto me, Unto two thousand and three hundred evenings and mornings [or 2300 years]; 
then shall the heavenly sanctuary be cleansed and the judgment begin.” 

Remember, a “day” represents a “year” in Bible prophecy. So we are not talking about 2300 literal days, but 2300 
years. This great expanse of 2300 years, not only answers the question concerning the time when Papal Rome 
would trample upon the sanctuary and the host in verse 13, but it also brings us to the time when the heavenly 
sanctuary shall be cleansed and the judgment begins.  



7 
 

What is the “cleansing of the [heavenly] sanctuary”? We know that the earthly sanctuary was but a copy and 
shadow of the heavenly sanctuary. The activities in the earthly sanctuary were to teach us the plan of salvation. 
For example, the sacrifice of all those innocent little lambs pointed to the crucifixion of Jesus Christ as the Lamb of 
God. See John 1:29. When Jesus died on the cross, “the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the 
bottom,” signifying the end of the earthly sacrificial services. Matthew 27:51. Now that Christ has died there is no 
more need to sacrifice those little lambs. 

The work of the high priest in the earthly sanctuary also pointed to Christ’s work in saving humanity. Day after day 
the priest would meet the penitent sinner at the door of the sanctuary. He would walk him to the place where the 
sacrificial lamb would give up its life for the life of the sinner. The penitent would confess his sins upon the 
forehead of the lamb, and then take the life of the animal by cutting its throat with a knife. The sinner was now 
forgiven. The innocent lamb became his substitute. The sins of the man were then transferred to the lamb.  

The priest would catch the blood of the animal in a bowl, and then transfer those sins, via the blood, to the 
sanctuary itself by sprinkling the blood upon the altar and the veil. This process happened every day all 
throughout the year. With all those sins transferred to the sanctuary as a record of sins confessed and sins 
forgiven, the sanctuary itself would need cleansing at the end of the religious year. And so it was, on the Day of 
Atonement, on the tenth day of the seventh month, the high priest went into the Most Holy Place of the 
sanctuary to cleanse the entire sanctuary from all the sins that had been confessed throughout the year. See 
Leviticus 16. After this high day, the sanctuary was cleansed and ready again for another year of sacrificial 
offerings. 

This special day of cleansing the sanctuary was also known as the Day of Judgment. It was a very solemn day when 
each Israelite was to make himself right with God and his fellow man. Consequently, the Day of Atonement was a 
day in which both the sanctuary and the people were to be cleansed from all sin. But remember, all these services 
in the earthly sanctuary simply pointed to the greater service of Jesus Christ as our High Priest in the heavenly 
sanctuary. The time would come when Jesus would commence His work of cleansing the heavenly sanctuary and 
begin the judgment of the human family.  

The Day God Began to Judge the World  
Most every one believes that there will be a day of reckoning, but very few understand just when and where that 
will be. The Bible confirms that God has designated a certain “day” to begin the judgment, saying, “[God] hath 
appointed a day, in which He will judge the world.” Acts 17:31.  

According to the Bible, this “day” of judgment precedes the Second Coming of Christ. Jesus said, “Behold, I come 
quickly; and My reward is with Me, to give every man according as his work shall be.” Revelation 22:12. When 
Jesus returns He will reward everyone based upon a previous review or investigation of his or her life record.  

The books of heaven record our life story with perfect exactitude. There is no margin of error and from these 
heavenly books we will be judged. The Bible says, “The books were opened: and another book was opened, which 
is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to 
their works.” Revelation 20:12.  

From the book of life God will judge our works (Revelation 20:11, 12), our words (Matthew 12:36, 37), our 
thoughts (1 Corinthians 4:5), our motives (Proverbs 16:2), and every secret thing, whether it be good or bad 
(Ecclesiastes 12:14).  

God sees the motive behind every word, thought, and deed. In this fallen world we often judge incorrectly. But in 
the high court of heaven there is a perfect examination and a perfect verdict. 
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Now the question arises, Is there a time prophecy that teaches us when God would begin to judge the world? The 
answer is “Yes.” Daniel 8:14 points to such a day, “And he said unto me, Unto two thousand and three hundred 
days; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed.” This great time prophecy of 2300 years points to October 22, 1844. 
Now how did I arrive at such a date?  

We know that a “day” represents a “year” in Bible prophecy. See Numbers 14:33, 34; Ezekiel 4:5, 6. Therefore, 
this time prophecy stretched across the great expanse of 2300 years. But when would it start? 

When you and I subtract 2300 full years from the year of AD 1844, we come up with the year of 457 BC. So what 
happened in 457 BC?  

457 BC ----------------------- (Adding 2300 years) ------------------------- 1844 AD 
 
Shortly after this dreadful vision in chapter eight, we find Daniel in chapter nine earnestly praying for his people, 
confessing his sins and the sins of his people. See Daniel 9:1–19. While Daniel was praying, the angel Gabriel came 
to him and said, “O Daniel, I am now come forth to give thee skill and understanding…. therefore understand the 
matter, and consider the vision.” Daniel 9:22, 23.  

What “vision” was Daniel to consider? In Daniel chapter nine there was no vision. Obviously, Daniel was to 
consider the vision that he received earlier in chapter eight. But was Daniel to think about the entire vision of 
chapter eight, or just a particular part of it?  

There are two words for vision in Daniel chapter eight. There is the Hebrew word “hazon,” which refers to the 
entire vision, including the ram, the goat, the little horn powers, and so forth. See Daniel 8:1. Then there is the 
Hebrew word “mareh,” which refers specifically to the 2300 year prophecy. For example, Daniel was told that 
“the vision [the mareh] of the evening and the morning which was told is true.” Daniel 8:26a. The only thing in the 
vision that has to do with an “evening and a morning” is the 2300 year prophecy, which literally reads, “Unto two 
thousand and three hundred evenings and mornings; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed.” Daniel 8:14.  

Chapter eight closes, saying, Daniel “was astonished at the vision [the mareh], but none understood it.” Daniel 
8:27. It is quite obvious that Daniel understood the symbolic meaning of the ram and the goat. After all, God 
identified these powers by name. But Daniel did not understand fully the meaning of the 2300 year prophecy.  

Therefore, Gabriel comes to Daniel in chapter nine and says, “therefore understand the matter, and consider the 
vision [the mareh, the 2300 year prophecy]. Seventy weeks are determined [or cut off from the larger 2300 years] 
upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish the transgression [by turning away from your outright 
disobedience], and to make an end of sin [in bringing your life into conformity to the will of God], and to make 
reconciliation for iniquity [by accepting Christ’s atoning death upon the cross], and to bring in everlasting 
righteousness [in partaking of the divine nature of Christ], and to seal up the vision and prophecy [by recognizing 
the fulfillment of the 70 weeks prophecy in the ministry of Christ as the Lamb of God], and to anoint the most 
Holy [by looking unto Jesus as your High Priest in the heavenly sanctuary].” Daniel 9:23, 24.  

While Daniel was thinking about the 2300 year prophecy, he was told that seventy weeks of time would be cut off 
for his people. What would the seventy weeks be cut off from? No doubt, the seventy weeks would be cut off 
from the larger 2300 years.  

How long is “seventy weeks”? Remember, a “day” represents a “year” in Bible prophecy. With seven days in a 
week, seventy weeks would be 490 prophetic days or 490 literal years. Daniel was told that 490 years would be 
cut off for his people from the larger 2300 year prophecy.  
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When would the 490 years begin? Gabriel said, “Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the 
commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and 
threescore and two weeks: the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times.” Daniel 9:25.  

Notice that “seven weeks, and threescore [60] and two weeks,” a total of sixty-nine weeks would bring us to the 
time of Messiah the Prince. Sixty-nine weeks equals 483 days [69 x 7 = 483]. These 483 prophetic days would 
represent 483 literal years. From “the going forth of the decree to restore and to build Jerusalem,” 483 years 
would bring us to Jesus, the Messiah.  

In 457 BC, Artaxerxes, king of Persia, issued the decree that truly enabled the Jewish people to restore and build 
Jerusalem. His decree gave them both the politically autonomy and the religious freedom to reinstate the 
sanctuary and its services. See Ezra 7.  

It was through the sanctuary and its services that God taught His people the plan of salvation. With this 
understanding of the plan of redemption the Jewish people were to prepare themselves for accepting Jesus as the 
Messiah, the Lamb of God.  

By adding 483 full years to the year of 457 BC, we come to the year of AD 27. What happened in AD 27? This was 
the year that Jesus was baptized and began His three and a half year ministry.  

 
457 BC---------------------- (Adding 483 years) -------------------27 AD 

 
 
Soon after His baptism, Jesus declared, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and 
believe the gospel.” Mark 1:15 (emphasis supplied). What time was “fulfilled”? The first sixty-nine weeks of the 
seventy week prophecy was fulfilled with perfect exactitude. The first 483 years did bring us to the time of 
“Messiah the Prince.”  

Now there is one prophetic week, or seven years, left. What would happen during the time of the seventieth 
week? 

It is evident that the seventieth week follows the sixty-ninth week, otherwise, it would cease to be the seventieth 
week. Therefore, the seventieth week—a prophetic week essential for the destiny of Daniel’s people as a nation—
would cover the important years of AD 27 to AD 34. After all, their destiny as a nation hinged on their acceptance 
or rejection of Jesus as the Messiah.  

27 AD -------- (Adding the last 7 years) ------31 AD 
 
We are told by Gabriel that “after [the seven weeks] threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off [or 
crucified], but not for himself: and the people of the prince [the Romans] that shall come shall destroy the city 
[Jerusalem] and the [earthly] sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with a flood [of Roman soldiers], and unto 
the end of the war desolations [of the Jewish nation] are determined.” Daniel 9:26.  

In this passage Gabriel describes two critical events in the history of the Jewish people that would follow the first 
sixty-nine weeks ending in AD 27. First, Messiah would be “cut off” or crucified. Second, the city [Jerusalem] and 
the sanctuary would be destroyed. Did these events occur after AD 27? The answer is “Yes.” 

In AD 31, Jesus was crucified. In AD 70, the Romans destroyed the city and the sanctuary with a flood of Roman 
armies. As Jesus predicted, the temple would be destroyed with not one stone left upon another. See Matthew 
24:1, 2; Luke 21:20, 21. 
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Gabriel continues his explanation, saying, “And he [the Messiah] shall confirm the covenant with many for one 
week [the seventieth week]: and in the midst of the [seventieth] week he [the Messiah] shall cause the sacrifice 
and the oblation [of offerings in the sanctuary] to cease [because of His own death upon the cross], and for the 
overspreading of abominations [against the Jewish people by the armies of Rome] he [Rome] shall make it 
[Jerusalem and the sanctuary] desolate, even until the consummation [when not one stone of the sanctuary shall 
be left upon another], and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate [or desolator, when, in like 
manner, the desolating armies of Rome will also lie in ruins, for he that lives by the sword shall perish by the 
sword].” Daniel 9:27.  

When Jesus was “cut off” in the “midst [or middle] of the [seventieth] week,” He would “cause the sacrifice [of 
animals] and the oblation [of meal or grain offerings] to cease.” When Jesus died on the cross in a.d. 31, the Bible 
records that “the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom,” signifying the end of the 
earthly sanctuary service. Matthew 27:51.  

Concerning the covenant, we know that Christ had made a 490 year “covenant” with the Jewish nation. During 
this time, they were to repent of this backsliding, accept Christ as the Messiah, and finally become that nation 
that would be a blessing to all nations. Even with their rejection of Christ’s ministry from AD 27 to AD 31, and their 
insistence that He be crucified in a.d. 31, Christ would maintain His commitment in giving the Jewish nation three 
and one-half more years to repent. Christ had pledged this, and He kept His word. It is also true, that Christ 
confirmed the “everlasting covenant” by His death on the cross. It had always been God’s covenant with the 
human family that He would send His only Son into the world to die for our sins. And while we were yet sinners—
vowed enemies of God—Christ died for the ungodly. See Romans 5:6–8. This covenant promise God would keep, 
no matter the ingratitude of the human race. This very time prophecy of 70 weeks, therefore, pointed to the time 
when God would give His only begotten Son to die for the sins of the world.  

So what happened during the remaining three and one half years, between AD 31 and AD 34? Following the 
crucifixion of Christ, the gospel was presented to the Jewish nation as a nation. Even after their national rejection 
of Christ in AD 31, God in His mercy still gave them three and one-half years to repent corporately. But tragically, 
in AD 34, the Jewish leaders, representing the Jewish nation, stoned Stephen as the first Christian martyr. See Acts 
7. 

This tragic act sealed the fate of the Jews as a nation, but not as individuals. God would now turn to all the people 
of the world, both Jew and Gentile, to become His people, spiritual Israel. See Galatians 3:7, 28, 29. Jesus said to 
the Jewish leaders, “Behold, your house is left unto you desolate.” Matthew 23:38.  

It is at the stoning of Stephen that we are introduced to Saul of Tarsus who was a fierce persecutor of the infant 
church. But immediately following the stoning of Stephen, Paul was converted and became Paul, the apostle to 
the Gentile world. See Acts 8. So while the stoning of Stephen marked the end of the seventy week prophecy for 
Daniel’s people, it also marked the beginning of the gospel going to the whole world.  

Verses 15-17: The Time of the End 
“And it came to pass, when I, even I Daniel, had seen the vision [the hazon, the entire vision], and sought for the 
meaning, then, behold, there stood before me as the appearance of a man. And I heard a man’s voice between 
the banks of the Ulai, which called, and said, Gabriel, make this man to understand the vision [the mareh, 
concerning the 2300 year prophecy]. So he came near where I stood: and when he came, I was afraid, and fell 
upon my face [in reverence]: but he said unto me, Understand, O son of man; for at the time of the end shall be 
the vision [the mareh, concerning the 2300 year prophecy].” 
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The book of Daniel would be sealed until the time of the end. When the time of the end would come, the book of 
Daniel would be opened, and knowledge concerning this great prophetic book would be increased. When did this 
happen? 

In the eighteenth century, many Christians were anticipating the fulfillment of the 1260 year prophecy, when the 
Papacy was to lose her political power. Knowing that the Papacy began her rule in a.d. 538, the Christian world 
could anticipate the fulfillment of that prophecy in a.d. 1798. When the Christian world saw Napoleon’s general, 
Berthier, capture the pope in 1798, and declare Rome to be a Republic, a great interest was rekindled in the 
prophecies. 

Verse 18, 19The End of Time 

“Now as he [the angel Gabriel] was speaking with me, I was in a deep sleep on my face toward the ground: but he 
touched me, and set me upright. And he said, Behold, I will make thee know what shall be in the last end of the 
indignation: for at the time appointed the end shall be.” 

The “last end of the indignation” means the “last end of the wrath.” In other words, we are told again that the 
vision concerning the 2300 year prophecy points to the end of time. We can say that the “time of the end” of 
1798 is the beginning of the “end of time.” End time events have already begun. The fulfillment of the 2300 year 
prophecy falls within the “last end of the wrath.” The judgment has started and time is short.  

Again, we are told concerning the 2300 year prophecy that “at the time appointed the end shall be.” This phrase, 
a third time, simply points to the fact that the 2300 year prophecy brings us to the end of time. For the phrase can 
be translated “at the time of the last sanctuary feast day, namely, the Day of Atonement, the 2300 year prophecy 
shall be.” Of all the yearly feast days kept by the Jews, the Day of Atonement brought them to the end of the 
religious year. In like manner, the Day of Atonement in the high priestly ministry of Jesus in the heavenly 
sanctuary brings us to the end of earth’s history.  

Verses 20-22 The Ram and the Goat 
“The ram which thou sawest having two horns are the kings of Media and Persia. And the rough goat is the king of 
Grecia: and the great horn that is between his eyes is the first king [Alexander]. Now that being broken [with the 
death of Alexander], whereas four [generals] stood up for it, four kingdoms [Egypt, Babylon, Macedonia, and Asia 
Minor] shall stand up out of the nation, but not in his power [none of these general would possession the power of 
Alexander].”  

Verse 23 The Roman Seige upon Jerusalem 
“And in the latter time of their kingdom [in the latter time of the Grecian Empire arose the mighty power of 
Rome], when the transgressors are come to the full [during the time when the Jewish nation continued to fill her 
cup of iniquity to the brim], a king of fierce countenance [the Romans], and understanding dark sentences 
[promising protection to Judea, but in the end destroying Jerusalem], shall stand up [and utilize its power to 
destroy the Jewish nation].”  

 
The latter part of this verse was prophesied in the time of Moses. See Deuteronomy 28:47–53. It speaks of a siege 
on Jerusalem. It would be a time of such terrible plight and starvation, that the Jewish people would even turn 
upon their children and eat them. See Deuteronomy 28:52, 53. This was, tragically, the case in the Roman siege 
upon Jerusalem in AD 70. 

Verse 24The Papacy’s Power 
“And his power shall be mighty [in like manner, the Papacy would be mighty like pagan Rome], but not by his own 
power [the Papacy is powerful when the nations support and enforce her decrees]: and he [the Papacy] shall 
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destroy wonderfully [shall corrupt the church through deception], and shall prosper [shall profit from her 
deception about herself], and practice [in exercising goverance over the nations], and shall destroy the mighty and 
the holy people [by destroying God’s people physically].”  

Verse 25The Papacy’s Dominion 
“And through his policy also [by man’s wisdom also, which is foolishness before God, and a miscarriage of truth] 
he shall cause craft to prosper in his hand [the Papacy’s deceitful teachings will profit them in gaining dominion]; 
and he shall magnify himself in his heart [as the Papacy promotes herself as Christ on earth], and by peace shall 
destroy many [as her prosperity and success means the spiritual and physical destruction of many]: he shall also 
stand up against the Prince of princes [the Papacy is against Christ as she presents herself as a substitute for 
Christ, and is none other than antichrist]; but he shall be broken without hand [at the Second Coming of Christ, 
when Christ Himself shall destroy the Papacy].” 

Verse 26Prophecy Sealed 
“And the vision [mareh] of the evening and the morning [the 2300 year prophecy] which was told is true [In other 
words, God will keep His promise. He will send His Son in the world as the Sin-bearer, and Christ Himself will 
become our High Priest in the heavenly sanctuary]: wherefore shut thou up the vision [the hazon]; for it shall be 
for many days [the fulfillment of the various elements of this prophecy will take place over many centuries].” 

Verse 27Daniel Astonished 
“And I Daniel fainted, and was sick certain days; afterward I rose up, and did the king’s business; and I was 
astonished at the vision [mareh] but none understood it.”  

The prophetic visions of chapters seven and eight, and the audible prophecy in chapter nine, made the prophet 
Daniel absolutely sick. And I imagine that you are as saddened by these prophecies as I am. How different history 
could have been if the bishops in Rome did not apostatize from the truth. Think of the millions that have been 
deceived by the teachings of papal Rome, and the tens of millions martyred by the Inquisition. I wish these things 
had never happened. But we know, historically and prophetically, that they did. But worst yet, it is going to 
happen again. In our next prophetic picture, we find the Papacy rising back to power a second time. But she will 
not be alone. Daniel chapter eleven and Revelation chapters thirteen and seventeen, will reveal the players that 
will make it so hard for God’s people in these prophetic days of the whirlwind.  

As with the previous prophecies, Daniel chapter eleven will build upon the events in the previous visions. It will 
begin with Medo-Persia and follow the same prophetic line of the rise and fall of empires. However, in this 
chapter, it will go beyond the 1260 year rule of the Papacy from AD 538 to AD 1798. It will bring us to our day with 
the collapse of the Soviet Union and beyond.  

Apply It! 

Again Daniel is shown the rise and fall of empires. In chapter seven, Daniel was sickened by the events that 
portrayed the persecution of God’s people by the little horn power. In chapter eight he is sickened by that 
same power. However, this time Daniel actually fainted and was sick for a certain number of days. Why? 
What was it that seemed even worse to Daniel? This same papal power would do more than persecute the 
people of God; it would even magnify itself to be Christ on earth. It would attack the very ministry of the 
Messiah in the heavenly Sanctuary.  

The tragic lesson from chapter seven to chapter eight is that things will get worse within the world, 
Christendom, and even God’s beloved church. The attacks against individuals within the church eventually 
become attacks against Christ Himself.  
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What creeping compromises, if any, have become more blatant within the world, Christendom, and the 
remnant church?  

The World: 

Christendom: 

Remnant Church: 

How does that make you feel, and how should we respond? 


